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Knowing the Past Opens Doors for the Future

Black History Month 2024

“Knowing the Past Opens Doors for the Future”

The Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) will celebrate Black History Month
throughout February 2024. DCEO through its Office of Minority Economic Empowerment (OMEE) will spotlight
long-standing Black businesses across the state, highlight Black business accomplishments and their contributions
to our state, showcase our commitment to growing and investing in Black businesses, and celebrate the
leadership of our Black employees.

Black History Month Events
The events below are free to attend; interested parties are encouraged to register on the DCEO website.

Knowing the Past Opens Doors for the Future: Black Business Panel Discussion in Partnership with Chicago
Urban League

Wednesday, February 14 | 10-11:30 a.m. | Virtual | Register

In partnership with Chicago Urban League Center for Entrepreneurship, OMEE will convene long standing business
owners from across the state, representing industries where Black businesses have deep roots. These industries
include food and restaurants, health and beauty, arts and entertainment and professional services. The panel



https://dceo.illinois.gov/bhm2024.html
https://illinois.webex.com/weblink/register/r4013cdfd03e2c233ba2a5fc5a014c457

discussion will cover each business’s history of entrepreneurship in the state, lessons they have learned and
insights they would like to share.

Opening Remarks:
e Rebecca Estrada — Deputy Director, IL Office of Minority Economic Empowerment
e Kelly Evans - Vice President, Entrepreneurship and Economic Development Chicago Urban League
Moderator:
e Matt Simpson - African American Business Development Manager, IL DCEO
Panelists:
e Duntai Mathews — Cofounder, Think Big (Rockford, IL)
e Crystal Young — President, Impact Global (Quincy, IL)
e Malcolm Crawford — Director, Austin African American Business Networking Association (Chicago, IL)
e Don Patton — President, Cairo Historical Preservation Project (Cairo, IL)

Business and DCEO Employee Spotlights

Throughout the month, DCEO will be highlighting Black Illinois business owners across the state and celebrating
the leadership and commitment of our Black employees.

Twitter: @1llinoisDCEO

Facebook: @illinoisdceo

LinkedIn: Illinois Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity

Hashtags: #blackhistory #blackhistorymonth #BHM2024

Black History Month Toolkit

Below, you will find a document that includes helpful links, graphics, and samples of text you can use in your
newsletter, social media or website to help raise awareness and encourage those in your network to celebrate
Black History Month.

Black History Month Social Media

The State’s Black History Month activities are presented by the DCEO, Office of Minority Economic Empowerment
(OMEE). OMEE plays a crucial role in providing support to minority-owned businesses of all sizes and types,
including connection with grants, technical assistance, and incentives to bolster minority entrepreneurs and
minority-owned enterprises. For more information on Black History Month events planned for businesses, contact
Matthew J. Simpson, the African American Business Development Manager, at Matthew.Simpson@illinois.gov, or
to learn more about ongoing resources and programs for businesses, follow DCEO on social media @IllinoisDCEO.

Team RED Monthly Webinar

Join Team RED and guest Warren Ribley to learn more about the ten lllinois Regional Development Authorities
(RDAs) created by lllinois law as “Special District” units of government to promote economic development by
offering low-cost financing to eligible projects. These ten RDAs cover 92 of the 102 counties in lllinois.
Thursday, February 15 at 10:00am

Register https://illinois.webex.com/weblink/register/rd72c15389a32e9935b701c282f95abe8
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Illinois Solar For All to Host Government Certifications Webinar for Small and
Emerging Businesses

On Tuesday, February 13 from 12pm - 1:30pm CT, [llinois Solar for All’s (ILSFA) Program Administrator
Elevate is hosting a webinar for small and emerging businesses. The webinar is intended to share
information about government certifications and how to obtain them. During the webinar, an expert with
over 25 years of industry experience will guide small business leaders and provide technical business
assistance.

While government certification can be a complex process, this webinar should help to empower small and
emerging business leaders to grow their customer bases, ensure appropriate equity status, and more. This
webinar will cover the following topics:

e The benefits and types of government certifications

¢ Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE), Minority and Women-Owned Business (M/WBE),
Veteran Business Enterprise (VBE), and Business Enterprise Program (BEP) eligibility

¢ Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) size standards

e Certification application review and required supporting documentation

e Where to apply for certification based on marketplace opportunities

To sign up for the webinar, please register here.
Read the full announcement here.

Local Grocers Equipment Upgrades Grant

Governor JB Pritzker and the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEQO) announced $3.5
million in available grant funding for local grocers through the Equipment Upgrades Program as part of the lllinois
Grocery Initiative. These grants will provide funding for energy-efficient equipment upgrades for existing grocery
stores, with priority given to those located in food insecure communities across the state. Grantees will be
selected through a competitive Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) process.

The Equipment Upgrades Program is the first program rolled out as part of the lllinois Grocery Initiative’s multi-
pronged efforts to combat food insecurity by supporting local grocers and combatting food deserts. Additional
funding opportunities for new municipal and independent grocery stores will be announced to the public soon.

This program is designed to strengthen existing grocery stores and preserve access to fresh food in food insecure
communities, in an effort to stop the formation of new food deserts. In order to support businesses most in-need,
eligible applicants must be independently owned grocers with fewer than 500 employees and no more than four
grocery stores. Grocery stores located in food deserts as defined by the USDA map are prioritized for this
initiative.

With rising energy costs, outdated equipment presents a major expense for small community grocers. Under the
Equipment Upgrades Program, eligible grocers may be eligible to receive grants for the following equipment
upgrades:

e Heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) equipment
e Refrigeration units and freezers


https://secure-web.cisco.com/1CF7L5Wx66ivClWNxG555cf2nlyixu2dpOFNN4VqBRo-MfLPN4wVZpoq4ue0oNwNenYXmUj2E4pjOuGj6wS-oh_ZzSE4NhiSFY9qw4GhGzy3_qleEDQ9v5nIIa9Z6WL5C471i-VdgMwoda2iERMuc0mHGHaVga_aarJz5ekCzJFvZvwLAzT8ZnfAICoP8ZBfIDBvlzO5lzHfMgJF0LjZcxa_feOj1UzDyqtfNn8qfCugyCeTbStkxhwW8ZY9cDb2Jo6Y2JeUGkXSp6YjfJRh4WgRrzUWI8tdfu-3Rg43y1LJentow5QXT5mdKUa_q9e-p3m_lg_XMT4mnaic8kLnCGh6xjc7670E3e2A6hHcg_gih67daqTeey4g5reweGywwEK0lwhnKGj7HDEOs0ONZsLohvO0RjHkym2DhAqCr1C3PjGdSpOwOroWSMc9jM-uL/https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D00162jqaD1InKYy5er-Sw6BdvhtuT5RDpfop_c6HIT5JhT1C2HPFPbgIURJ-U6dvLM4THgihmG5kwruURIPTDnNdDZhAWCrIbOVvn_QrRP9VBrzxOKbgw8ncszZhsdNazqYeNgzD1jot7_UZmwKAgCTprPmnT_CLTvCdtJDV7nF-sPtvRChSzYbH9DSAQkJZJe0qoFcLWVKtb2Aoq_NjvPJ2QyTjHKfHnQUDbyKZCWrOtg%3D%26c%3DNeDoTuJje808eUFEbAheXgFuOA2HFBrMBRhc2mAwOeHb1cD9M_2t9A%3D%3D%26ch%3DB-Iz_hQIMOe6A-YYLw-ZZtoXm5adkpd54Ph0cmnNta08OC_17e940A%3D%3D
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1qy2BXNW6-L40VlB8j4z-NREbVdqQCWKfykmrhdQpvzHdBlHvVvxewP6M_tHPoWd31XdHPFNTXeYBLhXe9somDh1cLI8ETD73ToB7-cWBLmgjA9_5qQFNtqMAX2Tf0GXR9RfzwxPAm5Ld5jBvoeH5BeDDn9UOS3Jja4yFLR2MS46rU6iI_FzmxXt4OirPe73AAW7GcadCjQzYFdaANc9eFOCjzpR_p9Gu3FcOwxbEyTS7AuGqiFM03Y4XkaTHNMmq-vpB_bWrC6eJLV3XJrcfh-9moVzX1p0gX_Wle9FTMX0v_4VMuRoh9MHWaE1AOHbP5Nv1FiLx4IPXZrspevFw14uXoylfWTtqiy7nYTK3RcR9FvG9ocvdrBu-wvXRd0MRHgSc1rx6udGwu05TPVkT4DIsh2pmZzZ6SM_Q0tHGsP4rQ74hwpYOMxCsgIPA7UCX/https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D00162jqaD1InKYy5er-Sw6BdvhtuT5RDpfop_c6HIT5JhT1C2HPFPbgIURJ-U6dvLM43og3fmBfNe9GwRtfK0oX6BZfmw1xZOabstcMx2hyQZ7QipdPMDZSOmHpKXJL07zCBgvQ4YNd7-ebLwkHgC6pXVK765vY0SBM7oE-WrXPtx2dWvQN4sjTSEDri7aLf74I2xTM-Us2k2gDaGKUr-FtYpxeVSH7JlmkIhJ62QzBUHqF8DUr52pSQ5vDXFR80WuP3rAOrfukxZVw6qCss_MNVpGZ4Um9k7i_-AN7PYZZU3m9SROYLuGquOSDFt0THg_4YWxsZ4BE9klL-obsn3pgqw%3D%3D%26c%3DNeDoTuJje808eUFEbAheXgFuOA2HFBrMBRhc2mAwOeHb1cD9M_2t9A%3D%3D%26ch%3DB-Iz_hQIMOe6A-YYLw-ZZtoXm5adkpd54Ph0cmnNta08OC_17e940A%3D%3D
https://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/food-access-research-atlas/go-to-the-atlas/

e Lighting systems
e Other systems providing significant energy savings

Qualified applicants can apply for grants between $25,000 to $250,000, with a 1:3 match required. Applications
for this round of grants will be accepted until March 25, 2024, at 5:00 p.m. To view the NOFO and apply for the
grant, please visit the DCEO website.

Interested parties are encouraged to reach out to CEQ.GrantHelp@illinois.gov for application assistance.

B2B Grants for Local Chambers

Governor JB Pritzker and the lllinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) announced $5
million in available grant funding through the Back to Business (B2B) Local Chambers program. Following state
recovery programming for businesses totaling $1.5 billion, the latest American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)-funded
opportunity is designed to provide additional support for local chambers of commerce that experienced negative
economic impacts from the COVID-19 pandemic.

Local chambers of commerce play a vital role in supporting businesses in communities across lllinois. The B2B
Local Chambers funding can be used by chambers to market and develop localities, provide small businesses with
professional development, and more to support small businesses and entrepreneurs while bolstering economic
development. Applicants are encouraged to visit the DCEO website to learn more and apply.

As outlined in statute, B2B Local Chambers (20 ILCS 605/605-1105) grant award amounts will be determined by
total annual revenue declines between 2019 and 2020, as reflected on tax returns. Applications are open from
January 11 through February 15, 2024, and awards are expected to be made several weeks after the deadline
date. All eligible applicants will receive a grant as long as the chamber of commerce meets eligibility requirements
and submits proper documentation and attestations.

Eligible chambers of commerce include organizations of businesses and professionals dedicated to improving the
economic climate and business development of the community in which they are located that experienced a
negative economic impact from the COVID-19 pandemic. Eligible chambers will have an annual revenue of $1
million or less.

Qualified entities can apply for grants up to $50,000, to be determined by 1/6 of the annual revenue lost between
2019 and 2020. Applications will be accepted until 5:00 p.m. February 15, 2024. To help applicants prepare to
apply for funding, DCEO is offering live Help Desk support to walk through each step of the application at
chambers@a4cb.org and 312-275-3000. Interested parties are encouraged to reach out to
CEO.GrantHelp@illinois.gov for application assistance.

Climate and Equitable Jobs (CEJA) Program Updates

Apply for Funding
The Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity encourages organizations to apply to deliver the
following Climate and Equitable Jobs Act (CEJA) workforce programs in select regions. The deadline to be
considered for the second round of reviews is February 23, 2024.
e Clean Jobs Workforce Network Program (Workforce Hubs). Application link. Regions accepting
applications: Waukegan, Aurora, Joliet, Peoria, Danville, Carbondale, East St. Louis
e Energy Transition Navigator Program. Application Link. Regions accepting applications:
Waukegan, Aurora, Joliet, Peoria, Champaign, Danville, Decatur, East St. Louis, and Alton
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CEJA Application links

e (Clean Jobs Workforce Network Program (Workforce Hubs). Application link.
e Energy Transition Navigator Program. Application Link.

CEJA Technical Assistance
Applicants are encouraged to take advantage of technical assistance to improve the quality of their applications.

e Request one-on-one technical assistance by completing this form.
e Attend the following technical assistance webinars:

Please see the CEJA Updates and Program Status page for more CEJA announcements. Questions may be directed
to ceo.ceja@illinois.gov.

Office of Accountability

Attention Grantseekers! DCEQ’s Office of Accountability is hosting virtual training sessions covering various stages in
the grant process.

3'Y Wednesday of the month 9AM. Learn more: here

The presentation will discuss important grant-related topics pertaining to grant management. Each month
we will discuss a different component, process, or emerging practice that can benefit potential and existing
grantees. Future topics offerings include:

e 2/21/24 Financial Management: This training will cover the financial aspects of the Grant process. We
will introduce the Uniform Budget Template, procurement policies, reporting requirements, and proper
supporting documentation.

e 3/20/24 Grantee Compliance: This training will introduce the Grantee Compliance Enforcement System
and the requirements set forth in the 2 CFR 200, Grant Agreement, and Disclosures.

e 4/17/24 Audit and Monitoring: This training will introduce grantees to the different Audit types,
requirements, and the importance of record retention.

CEJA Equitable Energy Future Grants

Governor JB Pritzker and the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) launched $25.5
million in funding for the Equitable Energy Future Grants Program as part of a larger strategy to equitably grow
the clean energy workforce in Illinois through the landmark Climate and Equitable Jobs Act (CEJA). The program
supports renewable energy and energy efficiency projects in low-income and historically disadvantaged
communities to grow and diversify the clean energy ecosystem across lllinois. Grantees will be selected through a
competitive Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) process.

The goal of the Equitable Energy Future program is to provide seed and pre-development funding opportunities to

eligible contractors to support the development of renewable energy and energy efficiency projects benefitting
businesses, community organizations and the workforce in historically disadvantaged communities. The program
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is designed to help remove barriers to projects, community and business development efforts caused by lack of
access to capital.

Grant funding can be used to support a variety of projects to benefit historically disadvantaged communities,
including planning and project development, professional services, purchasing and leasing of land, equipment,
staff, and more.

Qualified entities include equity eligible contractors and independent contractors, non-profits, co-operatives that
are majority-owned by equity eligible persons, and businesses or non-profits with a proposed project that meets
equity building criteria. Equity eligible contractors are businesses or non-profits that are majority-owned by equity
eligible persons, including participants in CEJA workforce programes, lllinoisans who are in the foster care system
or who were formerly in the foster care system, people who were formerly incarcerated, and Illinoisans who live
in an R3 zone or environmental justice community.

Through a competitive Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO), qualified entities can apply for grants, with awards
ranging from $250,000 to $1 million. Applications will be accepted on a rolling basis until funds are exhausted.
To view the NOFO and apply for the grant, please visit the DCEO website. Interested parties are encouraged to
reach out to CEQ.GrantHelp®@illinois.gov for application assistance.

LIHEAP Program for Energy Bill Assistance

Governor JB Pritzker and the lllinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEQ) are encouraging
additional income-eligible families to apply for the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) to
support with utility bill assistance for natural gas, propane, and electricity. Applications expanded November 1 to
include income-eligible households that are disconnected or facing imminent disconnection. Eligible families
including those that are disconnected or facing imminent disconnection can apply by

visiting helpillinoisfamilies.com or by visiting their local agency (a list of partners throughout the State can be
found here). Families can also call 1-833-711-0374 for assistance in 30 languages.

To apply, visit_helpillinoisfamilies.com to fill out and submit a request for services form online OR visit
your local agency (a list of partners throughout the State can be found here). After you submit the form,
someone from your local agency will be in touch. Call 1-833-711-0374 for assistance at any point during
the application process. Additional information about eligibility and criteria can be found on the website
along with fact sheets in English and Spanish.

For a complete list of current DCEO grant opportunities, upcoming grant trainings,
video resource library and Grant Help Desk assistance, visit DCEO Grants (illinois.gov)

Other grant opportunities include:

Illinois Energy Transition Navigators Program (CEJA) Click here Deadline February 23, 2024
Illinois Clean Jobs Workforce Network Program (CEJA) Click here Deadline February 23, 2024
Energy Transition Community Grant Program Click here Deadline March 15, 2024

Tourism Incentive Grant Click here Deadline May 1, 2024

SBIR/STTR Match Program click here Deadline June 30, 2024

Federal Grant Support Program click here No specific due date
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CDBG Economic Development Program click here Deadline rolling
Connect lllinois Broadband Grant click here Deadline rolling

Other Federal and State Agency Grants & Programs

IDOT Advance Draft Copy of Notice of Funding Opportunity
for the NEVI Formula Grant Program Available

The Illinois Department of Transportation is making an advance draft of the Notice of Funding Opportunity
(NOFO) for the Illinois National Electric Vehicle Infrastructure (NEVI) Program available ahead of the

solicitation. With this information it is the Department’s intention to allow potential grant applicants to begin to
conceptualize their applications and begin discussions between the eligible entities prior to the solicitation
beginning in Spring 2024.

The lllinois NEVI Program will invest over $40 million in grants to eligible applicants to support the deployment of
a direct current fast charge electric vehicle charging infrastructure network on lllinois’ designated alternative fuel
corridors.

The advance copy of the NOFO provides details on the program, including:

e Funding Information: The total amount of funding available, anticipated number of awards, and the
process for accessing the funds if awarded.

e Program Requirements: Rules that must be followed to use the funds.

o Eligibility Information: Including eligible applicants, eligible project locations, and eligible costs.

e Application Process: The steps that applicants will need to take to apply for funding.

e Application Review Information: How the applications will be prioritized for funding.

Please note that the NOFO is still draft and subject to change. IDOT encourages interested parties to review the
advance copy of the NOFO and prepare for the solicitation to be opened in Spring 2024.

IMEC Made In lllinois Grant

Governor JB Pritzker, the lllinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) and the lllinois
Manufacturing Excellence Center (IMEC) today launched $1 million in funding for the Made in lllinois Grant
Program. The Made in Illinois program provides up to $50,000 in matching grant funding to small- and mid-sized
[llinois manufacturers to support innovation and strategic advancements in manufacturing.

Applications are open now through March 31, 2024, and manufacturers are encouraged to explore the benefits
offered by the Made in Illinois Grant Program by visiting www.imec.org/madeinillinois. The page provides details
on eligibility criteria, application procedures, and the improvements achievable through this initiative.

To be eligible to apply for this program, companies must:
e Be an lllinois manufacturer (as designated with a NAICS code starting with 31-33)

e Have between 5-250 employees
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https://secure-web.cisco.com/1v3fhe8XpQEgDSMVKeIq7obbZolw7lKSYwEq0u6ziMwInWOtYFNiBw0-T2Mc3V_5N9FkIjTUbkf4Zzzcs_Tc4Fw3CW0fbs7N7V6Us6MQyiddIXTZKXSNCJBnvFGkmRRMaa3ymEH96Cj-FLQXQNGm5PAZxlj6NVHd_Fzd5R37D6ZBzfHLxNken9kigMe2-7VkVkYUwn2z3-wBTSyg6QhYHE3Y32S8gHeTz20i7NIkiqwfb7EaethsW9lbf3QZHRDv79Zdz9kG1pAoe2fbEZHhRHqRbB8DNkI-WqwN1W_RJtQ6kWDvfyGvynTdhwJraEufsIQ5BRoogdsOs3ZfWqx5EIzbIB36Lr71iqRPxWG8tJSjcr330J4LTR48tVKus_TzyI3zkXi7mcY4jCEFoJWMzomCN0JgeD5YWDuU48m9M02hUVwsYuahcO81t8vNNO-I3/https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001r7d0V0I3HMMdyxApIfXI7B8ptVsUKm0cHB-pMeExgMfLVepcIpMtoqqmucI5ympUD78Zny84Uxgu7xErI52kXL7Svnis9jhJjeHzTKCRE-Dr9483iNrrRj4XJIqH90TJ_t0RwizlqPeKMV2-VI5tlgSMD24sv4mj4SoRaWvcAegEWjEuaRnbR5L6qbc7-NVCShlxPOS95iNWnedV3THM8j6hisrGRuV3MD_5lYl_V8U-Zp1HmvdXlnaamERkGT0LzstKd8Of7PrWhyVDNO_i1vbHLB4KicoQ8_HQh0wdp26IsDD8qsPVo0g8OJahWDyfrtOCKaPP_G6L_aYxWBubcg%3D%3D%26c%3DQofU2OnTeWJXUycL_5uq6S6Uaea9CaEBunmhYOWv4SGaD1jb7gBdCA%3D%3D%26ch%3DaeKIzQSUwMjlxIa9HXF0uvhWgoH9ICW_gCGhuieVTQUvECm-_0vp-Q%3D%3D
https://secure-web.cisco.com/18wgsnjh00lJ3w88-Xf5S61nXeVvzc3yndE7a_lwJnYTjPfvh25zxRPxOHBZIN7yR3FrEIiZiYHRzkd20KBt9hdgCw4J6Ae_wawRY4hkWX-dim1BzS36CkOElyqJmRhOvKy1GGhMmkYoP-6Gz_0FmHb3ucJ2hZj4Q_2GghnDh8I_c4e42yah2uARLLQXV0i_6VC9sDFfiXespStwbOeYM3Jkie1G7iNb83jNLBPoLo1fSSyDMJ2jck7VH9P6U50T3DFiSXAka2RBe_Pa_RgRFrjyeMoyUZI17Wfn3XCSuVIs452zFE0jFr6D0nF-cqz8El6Dpz8iGQVFIy9kWTuiM2Nma0G_oDimD8RJDNzgCSi-Dpdoz9PIOHWFS4fLaJEzBHM4H7StAo-e0wRQIyf5qZexFeTXW14MupLncfuJwdIFaILHnuV_YOYcIedDTGlHX/https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001r7d0V0I3HMMdyxApIfXI7B8ptVsUKm0cHB-pMeExgMfLVepcIpMtoqqmucI5ympUssxFUYIGY3La9hO7_kSCKyPbJt-GCj6LeP42n_fQpJ6d61eeEDf9ikEo_xVyNsxepbIHhbtjfwniYpePCITNHliwg93wxPleML6Lzn1UTz8HjwpsOQvyqZS2YZBgSU0FStKgvse_vYZZrdTL-Sen8w%3D%3D%26c%3DQofU2OnTeWJXUycL_5uq6S6Uaea9CaEBunmhYOWv4SGaD1jb7gBdCA%3D%3D%26ch%3DaeKIzQSUwMjlxIa9HXF0uvhWgoH9ICW_gCGhuieVTQUvECm-_0vp-Q%3D%3D
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http://www.imec.org/madeinillinois

e Operated in lllinois for at least 3 years

e Had sales revenue in the last 12 months prior to application date

U.S. Department Of Labor Veterans' Employment and Training Service
Notice of Availability of Funds and Funding Opportunity Announcement for: Homeless Veterans’ Reintegration
Program (HVRP), Incarcerated Veterans’ Transition Program (IVTP), and the Homeless Women Veterans' and
Homeless Veterans' with Children Reintegration Grant Program (HWVHVWC) (referred to collectively as HVRP)

ANNOUNCEMENT TYPE: Initial

FUNDING OPPORTUNITY NUMBER: FOA-VETS-24-50

ASSISTANCE LISTING NUMBER: 17.805

KEY DATES: The closing date for receipt of applications under this Announcement is 03/11/2024. Applications
must be received no later than 11:59 p.m. Eastern Time.

ADDRESSES: Submit all applications in response to this solicitation through https://www.grants.gov.

For complete application and submission information, including online application instructions, please refer to
Section IV. The U.S. Department of Labor, Employment and Training Administration (ETA), is responsible for the
grant award process of the Veterans’ Employment and Training Service grant program.

A Prospective Applicant Webcast will be available on February 13, 2024 at 2:00 p.m. Eastern Time. While a
review of the webcast is strongly encouraged to support successful grant applications, it is not mandatory. The
two sessions will cover the same information, but prospective applicants are welcome to attend both sessions.
The webcast will provide specific information related to this funding opportunity and guidance on how to apply.
Applicants will also be able to ask questions during the webcast. Click on the link below to register for the
respective session:

. February 13, 2024 at 2 p.m. EST: https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/9cb77c0b-650d-4b4e-97ca-
d95d988acbb5@el1f1c337-2599-4753-95d8-4853fb4b179¢/registration

US Small Business Administration Surety Bond Guarantee Program
Surety Bonds for Government Service and Construction Contracts
FREE Webinar: Wednesday, February 28, 2024 2:00-3:30pm CST
The U. S. Small Business Administration’s Surety Bond Guarantee Program can help your small business obtain a
contract, and performance and payment bonds. Presenting will be Stephen Konkle, Economic Development
Specialist from the SBA Illinois District Office. Steve has worked with bonding at SBA for 15+ years and previously,
in the private sector, worked in bonding and as a finance manager. Topics to be covered:
What are contract bonds and why are they required?
Potential contract bonding capacity
Ways to maximize your surety credit
What is SBA’s Surety Bond Guarantee Program?
Surety contract bond guarantees up to $6.5 Million
Costs & getting started with bonding
Eligibility to obtain surety bonds
Q&A Session


https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/9cb77c0b-650d-4b4e-97ca-d95d988acbb5@e1f1c337-2599-4753-95d8-4853fb4b179c/registration
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/9cb77c0b-650d-4b4e-97ca-d95d988acbb5@e1f1c337-2599-4753-95d8-4853fb4b179c/registration

Please join us if you want to learn about surety bonds and how to increase your current bonding capacity, even if
your small business has limited financial resources, little/no prior bonded work experience, has been in business
less than three years, or has previously been denied bonding.

To register for this and other FREE SBA webinars, go to www.SBA.gov/district/illinois and scroll down to Upcoming
events > See more events.

IDOA Resilient Food Systems Infrastructure Grant

The lllinois Department of Agriculture (IDOA) announces $6.4 million in competitive grant funds will be available
for projects designed to help strengthen the state’s food supply chain. The program, Resilient Food Systems
Infrastructure program (RFSI), is a cooperative agreement with the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA).
Applications will be accepted beginning January 22, 2024, from food and farm business and other eligible entities
including nonprofits, local government entities, universities, schools and hospitals.

The purpose of the program is to assist in building resilience in the middle of the food supply chain, supporting
those activities that happen after harvest and prior to retail sale. Examples include processing, manufacturing,
storing, transporting, wholesaling, and distributing locally and regionally produced food. RFSI funds support food
system crops and products meant for human consumption, excluding meat and poultry products which are
funded through other USDA programs.

Grants are divided into two categories, Infrastructure, which seeks to expand capacity and infrastructure, and
Equipment Only, which funds the cost of equipment.

Those interested should apply online at Resilient Food Systems Infrastructure Program (illinois.gov) by March
15, 2024, at 11:59 p.m. Applications from smaller farms and ranches, new and beginning farmers and ranchers,
underserved producers, veteran producers, and underserved communities are encouraged.

For more information, visit the USDA Resilient Food Systems Infrastructure webpage.

IDOT Building Blocks of Success

The Illinois Department of Transportation is hosting free virtual workshops in January as part of its continuing
Building Blocks of Success series for Disadvantaged Business Enterprise firms interested in strengthening their
skills, growing their business and bidding on state projects. New and existing DBEs, as well as firms interested in
becoming certified in the program, are invited.

January workshop dates and topics:
e February 13, 10 a.m. to noon: How to Connect & Stand Out
e February 15, 10 a.m. to noon: Benefits of Becoming IDOT DBE Certified, How to Apply & Expand Work
Categories
e February 27, 10 a.m. to noon: Accounting Practices / Financial Reporting Financial Series
e  February 29, 10 a.m. to noon: Budgeting & Cashflow Management


http://www.sba.gov/district/illinois
https://agr.illinois.gov/assistance/illinoisfarmprograms/resilient-food-systems-infrastructure-program.html
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/grants/rfsi

Building Blocks of Success will continue through April. Workshop information, including dates and times, is
available through Eventbrite at bit.ly/DBEworkshops. Advance registration is required. Questions can be directed
to IDOT’s Bureau of Small Business Enterprises at (217) 785-4611.

Through Gov. JB Pritzker’s historic, bipartisan Rebuild lllinois, IDOT is helping to deliver the largest capital program
in state history while promoting diversity, equity and inclusion. Administered by IDOT, the DBE program provides
minorities, women and eligible small businesses with opportunities to participate in federally and state funded
highway, transit and airport contracts. For more information on becoming a certified DBE and learning more
about available IDOT resources, visit www.idot.illinois.gov/dbe.

lllinois EPA Energy Efficiency Projects Grant

Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Director John J. Kim announced the Residential Energy Efficiency
Trust Fund Grant Program — previously known as the Low-Income Residential Energy Efficiency Program or LIREE -
with up to $5,000,000 in funding available for energy efficiency upgrades at single family or duplex residential
properties. The Energy Efficiency Trust Fund Grant Program will benefit residents receiving housing assistance
from a state or federal housing assistance program and located in areas of environmental justice concern. A
Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) has been posted to the Agency’s website.

Eligible applicants include public housing authorities, units of local government (municipalities, counties, or
townships), or nonprofit organizations. Examples of eligible projects include window replacement, heating and
cooling equipment retrofits, and lighting upgrades. Total project costs may range from $25,000 - $500,000 with a
match requirement subject to total funding request.

Applications for the Energy Efficiency Trust Fund Grant Program NOFO will be accepted on a rolling basis and
eligible properties will receive funding on a first come, first serve basis. For eligibility and application information,
visit: https://epa.illinois.gov/topics/energy/energy-efficiency/energy-efficiency-trust-fund-grant.html.

Before applying to the grant program, applicants must be pre-qualified through the Grant Accountability and
Transparency Act (GATA) Grantee Portal, https://gata.illinois.gov/.

IDPH Sickle Cell Disease Grant

The Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) is now accepting applications for Prevention, Care and Treatment
of Sickle Cell Disease grants. A total of $750,000 has been allocated for the program. As many as eight
organizations may receive grants for programs to increase comprehensive services for people with sickle cell
disease and sickle cell trait. A grant to a single organization may range from $30,000 up to a maximum of
$500,000.

Organizations will be awarded grant funding with the goal of increasing access to any of the following:
comprehensive sickle cell treatment, pain management therapies, infusion centers, mental health resources, and
counseling opportunities for people with sickle cell disease and sickle cell trait. Grant funding may also support
new development or enhancement of current educational and outreach programs; the goal is to provide people
with sickling disorders and trait, their families, and others (such as clinical providers, health care professionals,
local public health, service providers, educators and the community) with accurate, up to date, and timely
information.


https://www.eventbrite.com/o/idot-supportive-services-15629822218
http://www.idot.illinois.gov/dbe
https://epa.illinois.gov/topics/energy/energy-efficiency/energy-efficiency-trust-fund-grant.html
https://epa.illinois.gov/topics/energy/energy-efficiency/energy-efficiency-trust-fund-grant.html
https://gata.illinois.gov/

This grant is competitive. All applications received will undergo a merit-based review by the IDPH grant
committee. Priority will be given to established sickle cell disease community-based organizations, which serve
adults and adolescents transitioning to adult care and to establishing sickle cell centers in underserved areas with
larger populations of people with sickle cell disease and sickle cell trait.

This program is part of an effort to meet the goals of the Sickle Cell Prevention, Care and Treatment Program
Code.

Applications will be accepted through 5:00pm on March 18, 2024, with the announcement of the grant award
expected in April. Prospective applicants can apply at EGrAMS : Home (idphgrants.com); search for this program
under “Current Grants” and “Health Promotion.”

For more information about sickle cell disease and sickle cell trait, go to
https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/sicklecell/index.html.

lllinois Department of Employment Security Workshare lllinois

WorkShare IL is a voluntary program that provides employers facing a decline in business with an
alternative to layoffs. The program allows an employer to reduce the number of hours worked in any unit
of their business in order to avoid permanent layoffs. Each employee in an affected unit continues to work
but experiences a reduction in hours that ranges from 20% to 60%. Employees receive a corresponding
percentage of unemployment benefits during the period of temporary reduction to offset the reduction in
earnings.

Resources
e If you are an employer and want to apply, please go to the WorkShare e-Services website or contact
the WorkShare Program
¢ lllinois statute authorizing WorkShare/Short-time compensation program, 820 ILCS 405/502
e Background information from the U.S. Department of Labor

Helpful Resources

Grant Help Desk Resources
DCEO Office of Accountability

e Office Hours for Grantees — Office of Accountability is hosting a weekly office hour every Tuesday from 2-
3pm for any questions grantees or potential grantees may have.
o Sign up for any of these sessions with this link
e  Email Us:
o ceo.granthelp@illinois.gov
o Oruse our Inquiry Form:
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/df9d38efa4e241218ced486¢54f3¢109
e Visit Our Website:
o https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities.html
o Browse our Learning Libraries, Quick Reference Guides, and Instructional Videos



https://ilga.gov/commission/jcar/admincode/077/07700663sections.html
https://ilga.gov/commission/jcar/admincode/077/07700663sections.html
https://www.idphgrants.com/user/home.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/sicklecell/index.html
https://workshare.ides.illinois.gov/
mailto:DES.WorkShare@Illinois.gov
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/082004050K502.htm
https://stc.workforcegps.org/
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/1a657a78c71c45fcb4b444726ae40580
mailto:Ceo.granthelp@illinois.gov
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/df9d38efa4e241218ced486c54f3c109
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities.html

Grant Accountability and Transparency (GATA)

e GATA Grantee Portal: https://grants.illinois.gov/portal/

e GATA Grantee Portal New User Guide:
https://www?2.illinois.gov/sites/GATA/Documents/Resource%20Library/GATA%20New%20User%20Guide.
pdf

e GATU Resource Site: https://gata.illinois.gov/

e (Catalog of State Financial Assistance (CSFA): https://gata.illinois.gov/grants/csfa.html

e DCEO Current Grant Opportunities: https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/grants.html

Audit Report Review Process Manual:
https://gata.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/gata/documents/audit/audit-manual-august-2018-revision.pdf

DCEO Website — https://dceo.illinois.gov

The Illinois DCEO website includes a page dedicated to current state and federal grant opportunities as well as
Grantee resources. Click here to find valuable information!

Do you have questions about ARPA NEU funding?
To ask a question or request a support call, contact the NEU Support Team at
either ILARPA@crowe.com or CEO.CURE®@illinois.gov.
To ask a question about the U.S Treasury Reporting Portal, please
contact covidrelieflTsupport@treasury.gov

lllinois Catalog of State Financial Assistance
The Catalog of State Financial Assistance (CSFA) is a single, authoritative, statewide, comprehensive source
document of State financial assistance program information. Click here to browse a list of agencies that have
active grant opportunities.

Join DCEO’s Team

DCEQ’s Team is expanding around the state. To apply for these jobs, please go to the Work4lllinois website at
https://illinois.jobs2web.com/ and use the search function to find the positions for our department.

Following DCEO & Connecting with Team RED
If you have upcoming meetings or events and would like DCEO to participate, please reach out to us. Follow us on
our social media channels for real time updates.
Facebook — facebook.com/IllinoisDCEO
Linked In — linkedin.com/company/IllinoisDCEO



https://grants.illinois.gov/portal/
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/GATA/Documents/Resource%20Library/GATA%20New%20User%20Guide.pdf
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/GATA/Documents/Resource%20Library/GATA%20New%20User%20Guide.pdf
https://gata.illinois.gov/
https://gata.illinois.gov/grants/csfa.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/grants.html
https://gata.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/gata/documents/audit/audit-manual-august-2018-revision.pdf
https://dceo.illinois.gov/
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/grants.html
mailto:ILARPA@crowe.com
mailto:CEO.CURE@illinois.gov
mailto:covidreliefITsupport@treasury.gov
https://gata.illinois.gov/grants/csfa.html
https://illinois.jobs2web.com/
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