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PRESS RELEASE

HSHS St. Joseph’s Hospital Highland receives
donation of grand piano from Ludwig’s

HIGHLAND— HSHS St. Joseph’s Hospital Highland now has a grand piano in their main
hospital lobby, thanks to a generous donation from retired president and CEO John Ludwig and
his wife Cindy.

Ludwig, who served as HSHS St. Joseph’s Hospital Highland president and CEO for over six
years and retired this year, is relocating with his wife to Florida from the Highland area and
wanted to gift the piano to the hospital. As the Ludwig’s expressed, they were happy to share a
piece of themselves with the hospital for people to remember them by as the hospital has held a
place in their hearts. On Aug. 8, the hospital accepted the gift and held a brief ceremony thanking
the Ludwig’s and blessing them on their retirement journey.

HSHS St. Joseph’s Hospital Highland President and CEO Chris Klay expressed his thanks to
John Ludwig for his service to the hospital. He shared. “I am very thankful to John and Cindy
for their generous donation as it will be a continuous reminder of John and his dedication to St.
Joseph’s Hospital and the Highland community. We look forward to colleagues, patients and
visitors enjoying this beautiful piano.” The hospital is currently getting the piano tuned and
making final arrangements for its usage.

For more information about HSHS St. Joseph’s Hospital Highland, visit stjosephshighland.org.
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Photo Caption: HSHS St. Joseph’s Hospital Highland recently accepted the gift of a grand
piano from John and Cindy Ludwig. Shown by the piano at a recent brief ceremony are (left to
right): Jed Driemeyer, director of human resources; Chris Klay, president and CEO; John and
Cindy Ludwig; Dave Garris, director of philanthropy; Dr. Dennis Szurkus, chief medical officer;
Mark Ennen, director of financial operations; and Teri Mustain, executive assistant.
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About Hospital Sisters Health System

Hospital Sisters Health System’s (HSHS) mission is to reveal and embody Christ’s healing love for all people
through our high-quality Franciscan health care ministry. HSHS provides state-of-the-art health care to our patients
and is dedicated to serving all people, especially the most vulnerable, at each of our physician practices and 15 local
hospitals in two states — Illinois (Breese, Decatur, Effingham, Greenville, Highland, Litchfield, O’Fallon,
Shelbyville and Springfield) and Wisconsin (Chippewa Falls, Eau Claire, Oconto Falls, Sheboygan and two in
Green Bay). HSHS is sponsored by Hospital Sisters Ministries, and Hospital Sisters of St. Francis is the founding

institute. For more information about HSHS, visit hshs.org. For more information about Hospital Sisters of St.
Francis, visit hospitalsisters.org.
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